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OWLS Director Report 

February 16, 2023 OWLS Board of Trustees Meeting 

 

Library Legislative Day 

Bradley, Kristin, Bobby, Cathy, and Diane attended Library Legislative Day at the Capitol on 

Tuesday, February 7th.  Five OWLS libraries were also represented: Appleton, Black Creek, 

Clintonville, Little Chute, and Seymour. The handouts that were provide to legislators are 

included in this month’s meeting packet. 

The next steps are to send thank you notes to the legislators and staff who met with us. Those 

who were unable to attend are also encouraged to reach out to your legislators with letters or 

emails advocating for our budget request. The Joint Finance Committee will hold at least four 

budget hearings in different parts of the state this spring, likely in April, and OWLS Trustees are 

encouraged to attend the budget hearing in our region if possible. I will share information as it 

becomes available.  

We may have additional advocacy work to do in response to Senate Bill 10 (and companion 

Assembly Bill 15), which is opposed by the Wisconsin Library Association.  

 

Annual Reports 

DPI has extended the deadline for system annual reports to March 31st. I will bring it to the 

March 16 board meeting for approval.  

I recently had a question from a local library board about the purpose of the library annual 

report and thought it might be useful to share that answer here as well. 

Completion of the library annual report is required under Wisconsin Statutes 43.05 (4) and 

43.58 (6). The Wisconsin Public Library Annual Report is intended to provide a general 

description of your library and the services it provides to library users during the report year. 

The information supplied by public libraries and public library systems is published online on 

the Wisconsin Public Library Service Data page. Selected data elements are cooperatively 

shared with the Institute of Library and Museum Services (IMLS) to add to a national database 

of public library information as part of the national Public Libraries Survey (PLS). 

The report and aggregated data are used for a variety of purposes, including but not limited to: 

• Certifying that the library is in compliance with state statutes pertaining to libraries and 

is eligible for library system membership. 

• Comparing library budgets, facilities, services, and wages across the state and country. 

• Tracking trends in library use. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/43/05/4
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/43/58/6
https://dpi.wi.gov/libraries/public-libraries/data-reporting
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• Calculating home county and adjacent county reimbursements due to libraries for 

serving non-residents.   

As of Monday, February 13th, OWLS has approved 10 out of 17 library annual reports and 3 

more are currently under review. Kristin is assisting with the review process this year. The 

deadline for library annual reports is set in statute and cannot be extended. Board approved 

and signed copies are due to DPI on March 1, 2023.  

 

Hoot Con 

Our second annual Hoot Con for OWLS member directors and staff will be held at the Little 

Chute Public Library on Friday, March 3, 2023 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. Dawn Wacek of the La 

Crosse Public Library will present the keynote, “Creating a Library for All: Belonging, Inclusion, 

and Access.” Currently 81 folks are registered for the event and 8 OWLS staff will attend to 

present sessions or provide other event support. The conference is primarily funded through an 

LSTA professional development grant. More details including the agenda and presenter bios can 

be found here: https://hoot-con.owlswp.org/  

https://hoot-con.owlswp.org/

